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INTRODUCTION1

It is once again an honor and an awesome responsibility to be a part
of this great lectureship. The subject at hand is certainly not an easy
one. There is much misinformation and misunderstanding concerning
the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, ranging from blatant, damnable
error to lesser matters about which brethren will always hold varying
opinions, but can still remain brethren in full fellowship with one
another.

When speaking of the Holy Spirit, it should be remembered that He
is not a “What” or a “Thing,” but a “Who.” Throughout the Scriptures
the Holy Spirit is given attributes which belong only to a Person. In
John 16:13, Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit as One who can “guide,”
“speak,” “hear,” and “declare.” His Personhood is also shown by the
personal pronouns used in reference to Him (Jn. 14:17), and His
intellect (1 Cor. 2:11), His feelings (Rom. 8:27; 15:30), His will (1 Cor.
12:11), and His works of convicting (Jn. 16:8-11) and interceding
(Rom. 8:26). Thus, the Holy Spirit is a Person.

A person is ‘a thinking intelligent being that has reason and
reflection;’ ‘a singular, subsistent, intellectual being;’ ‘an intelli-
gent agent.’ As personality implies thought, reason, reflection,
and an individual existence, distinct from that of other beings,
when we speak of the personality of the Holy Ghost we mean his
distinct and individual existence as an intelligent and reflecting
being. He is represented throughout the Scriptures as a personal
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agent, and the earlier Christian writers so speak of him, though
without any aim at dogmatic precision.2

Identifying the Holy Spirit to be a Person, it is not meant that He
is a human being, but a Divine Person. The Holy Spirit is the third
Person of the Godhead, sharing equally in the Divine nature with God
the Father (Jn. 1:1-3) and God the Son (Heb. 1:8). The Holy Spirit
possesses all of the Divine attributes of the Father and the Son:
omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, and eternality.

As a Divine Person, the Holy Spirit can be sinned against. Man can
rebel against the Holy Spirit (Isa. 63:10), blaspheme against Him (Mt.
12:31; Mk. 3:29), lie to Him (Acts 5:3), resist Him (Acts 7:51), grieve
Him (Eph. 4:30), quench Him (1 Thess. 5:19), and/or despise Him
(Heb. 10:29). The focus of this study is to examine what the Scriptures
say regarding resisting, quenching and grieving the Holy Spirit.

RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT
Scripture Reference, Context And Definition

Acts 6:1 introduces the chapter with the murmuring of the Grecian
Jews against the Jews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution of food. Knowing it was not fit that they should
forsake the word of God to serve tables, the apostles told the disciples
to choose from among themselves “seven men of good report, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business” (v.
3). One of those chosen to serve was Stephen, described as “a man full
of faith and of the Holy Spirit” (v. 5).

Great things were happening in the church. “[T]he word of God
increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
exceedingly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the
faith” (v. 7). Stephen, being “full of grace and power, wrought great
wonders and signs among the people” (v. 8). Yet, Satan was at work,
and opposition came.

Men among the Libertines, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those of
Cilicia and Asia disputed with Stephen. Though “they were not able to
withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spake” (v. 10), they
secretly induced men to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses, and against God” (v. 11). Stephen was brought
before the Sanhedrin, the highest ruling body and court of justice
among the Jewish people at the time, and false witnesses were brought
forward who said: “This man ceaseth not to speak words against this
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holy place, and the law: for we have heard him say, that this Jesus of
Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which
Moses delivered unto us” (vv. 13-14).

Stephen’s address to the Sanhedrin is recorded in Acts 7. Answer-
ing the charges against him, Stephen presented a limited survey of
Israel’s history. Beginning with God calling Abraham out of Mesopota-
mia to a land that God would show him, Stephen related how God had
promised that land to Abraham and his descendants and sealed His
promise with the covenant of circumcision. Stephen retraced the steps
of Joseph being sold into Egypt and of how through Joseph’s efforts all
of Jacob’s family came to dwell in Egypt. He gave the account of
Israel’s history in Egyptian slavery and how God had sent Moses to
deliver them. Then, Stephen pointed out how they had rejected Moses,
saying: “Who made thee a ruler and a judge?” (v. 35). He reminded
them that Moses had said: “Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him
ye shall hearken” (Deut. 18:15; cf. Acts 7:37). He recounted how God
had given them the “living oracles” on Mount Sinai, and explained:

[O]ur fathers would not be obedient, but thrust him from them,
and turned back in their hearts unto Egypt, saying unto Aaron,
Make us gods that shall go before us ... And they made a calf in
those days, and brought a sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in
the works of their hands (vv. 39-41).

As a result of their disobedience, God “gave them up to serve the host
of heaven” (v. 42).

Using Israel’s past historic disobedience, Stephen makes his
powerful application to the Jews of his own day—more specifically to
the Sanhedrin—with the searing indictment:

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
always resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so do ye.
Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? and they
killed them that showed before of the coming of the Righteous
One; of whom ye have now become betrayers and murderers; ye
who received the law as it was ordained by angels, and kept it
not (vv. 51-53).

Between verses 50 and 51, it may be that Stephen’s discourse was
interrupted by shouts of opposition from the Sanhedrin. If they were
beginning to perceive the direction his argument was taking, they
would not have been pleased. The sudden change seen in Stephen’s
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address (vv. 50-51) indicates some kind of change in his audience. This
would explain why he abruptly pointed out that they were acting
precisely like their rebellious fathers.

Stephen described this rebellious people in a number of ways. First,
He said they were stiffnecked (sklerotracheloi). “Stiffnecked” comes
from the combination of two Greek root words: skleros, meaning
“hard,” and trachelos, meaning “neck.”3 Clarke says this is “a metaphor
taken from untoward oxen, who cannot be broken into the yoke; and
whose strong necks cannot be bended to the right or the left.”4 An
animal, such as a horse or an ox, must be “broken” before it is of
appreciable use to its master. Those hearing Stephen refused to be
“broken.” Thus, they were rebellious and of no use to the Master. They
would not submit their necks to the gentle yoke of the Lord (Mt. 11:29-
30).

Second, Stephen said they were uncircumcised in heart and ears.
Boles states: “Circumcision was a sign that they submitted to God;
hence, uncircumcised in heart would mean that in heart they would not
submit to God, and therefore were not God’s people.”5 Barnes adds:

Circumcision was a sign of being a Jew—of acknowledging the
authority of the laws of Moses. It was also emblematic of purity,
and of submission to the Law of God. The expression ‘uncircum-
cised in heart’ denotes those who were not willing to acknowl-
edge that Law, and submit to it. They had hearts filled with
vicious and unsubdued affections and desires.6

Furthermore, to be “uncircumcised in ... ears” indicates their unwilling-
ness to listen to what God says. Truth was available and could be
known and responded to, but they refused to even hear it.

Third, Stephen accused them, “ye do always resist the Holy Spirit.”
The Greek word translated “resist,” antipiptete, is a very strong
expression implying active resistance. Literally, it means “to fall
against or upon,” as to “fall upon” an enemy.7 They resisted the Holy
Spirit when they opposed the message brought to them by the authority
of God and the inspiration of His Spirit. Barnes notes: “The message
brought by Moses, by the prophets; by the Saviour; and by the
apostles—all by the infallible direction of the Holy Spirit—they and
their fathers opposed.”8 Henry further states:

They resisted the Holy Ghost speaking to them by the prophets,
whom they opposed and contradicted, hated and ridiculed ... In
persecuting and silencing those that spoke by the inspiration of
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the Holy Ghost they resisted the Holy Ghost. Their fathers
resisted the Holy Ghost in the prophets that God raised up to
them, and so did they in Christ’s apostles and ministers, who
spoke by the same Spirit, and had greater measures of his gifts
than the prophets of the Old Testament had, and yet were more
resisted.9

These antagonistic people not only refused to listen and obey God’s
message, but when they did hear and understand, they fought vigor-
ously against it, as one would fight against an enemy.

Stephen proceeds with the charge that they were behaving exactly
like their forefathers—“as your fathers did, so do ye.” They were
disobedient children, of disobedient parents. Verifying his point,
Stephen asked: “Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute?
and they killed them that showed before of the coming of the Righteous
One” (v. 52). Could these people name even one of God’s prophets that
their Jewish fathers had not rejected? No! Stephen has already
mentioned how they had rejected Moses. Had their fathers not rejected
Samuel? Yes, and in so doing they had rejected God. Consoling
Samuel, because he considered that he had been rejected by the people,
God told him:

Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto
thee; for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me,
that I should not be king over them. According to all the works
which they have done since the day that I brought them up out
of Egypt even unto this day, in that they have forsaken me, and
served other gods, so do they also unto thee (1 Sam. 8:7-8).

What about Elijah? He certainly knew he had been rejected, saying:
I have been very jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts; for the
children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away (1 Kgs. 19:10).

What about the other prophets? Consider these Old Testament
passages.

Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them again unto Jehovah;
and they testified against them: but they would not give ear. And
the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the
priest; and he stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus
saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of Jehovah, so
that ye cannot prosper? because ye have forsaken Jehovah, he
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hath also forsaken you. And they conspired against him, and
stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the
court of the house of Jehovah. Thus Joash the king remembered
not the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but
slew his son. And when he died, he said, Jehovah look upon it,
and require it (2 Chr. 24:19-22).
... but they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his
words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the wrath of Jehovah
arose against his people, till there was no remedy (2 Chr. 36:16).
Then Pashhur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the
stocks that were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which was in the
house of Jehovah (Jer. 20:2).

Their fathers had been cruel and constant persecutors of the Old
Testament prophets. Henry states:

Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? More
or less, one time or other, they had a blow at them all. With
regard even to those that lived in the best reigns, when the
princes did not persecute them, there was a malignant party in
the nation that mocked at them and abused them, and most of
them were at last, either by colour of law or popular fury, put to
death; and that which aggravated the sin of persecuting the
prophets was, that the business of the prophets they were so
spiteful at was to show before the coming of the just One, to give
notice of God’s kind intentions towards that people, to send the
Messiah among them in the fulness of time. Those that were the
messengers of such glad tidings should have been courted and
caressed, and have had the preferments of the best of benefac-
tors; but, instead of this, they had the treatment of the worst of
malefactors.10

Persecuted and martyred though they were, the prophets of old
were the very men who showed the coming of the Righteous One, the
Messiah, the Christ. The entire Old Testament, as well as the existence
of Israel, pointed forward to Christ. Christ was the Seed of Abraham
through whom all of the nations of the earth would be blessed (Gen.
22:18; 26:4; 28:14; Gal. 3:16).

These people’s fathers had rejected and killed the prophets, but
what had this generation done? Stephen said the prophets told of the
Righteous One, “of whom ye have now become betrayers and murder-
ers.” Their fathers had killed the prophets, but this generation had killed
the Righteous One Himself! Jesus had described this exact scenario in
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the “Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers” (Mt. 21:33-46). Peter and the
other apostles took every opportunity to tell the Jews, and especially
their religious leaders, that they had betrayed and murdered the Christ.

Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God unto you by mighty works and wonders and
signs which God did by him in the midst of you, even as ye
yourselves know; him, being delivered up by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye by the hand of lawless
men did crucify and slay (Acts 2:22-23).
But ye denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a
murderer to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of life;
whom God raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses (Acts
3:14-15).
And the high priest asked them, saying, We strictly charged you
not to teach in this name: and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.
But Peter and the apostles answered and said, We must obey
God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom ye slew, hanging him on a tree (Acts 5:27b-30).

Concluding his accusation against the Sanhedrin, Stephen told
them they had “received the law as it was ordained by angels, and kept
it not” (Acts 7:53). Israel had received the Law of Moses. It was given
to the people of that nation and to them alone. They made a covenant
with Jehovah at Sinai. Yet, they kept it not. Jesus asked the Jews who
sought His life: “Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you
doeth the law?” (Jn. 7:19a). Speaking through Ezekiel, God said:

I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the
statutes of your fathers, neither observe their ordinances, nor
defile yourselves with their idols. I am Jehovah your God: walk
in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them; and
hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and
you, that ye may know that I am Jehovah your God. But the
children rebelled against me; they walked not in my statutes,
neither kept mine ordinances to do them, which if a man do, he
shall live in them; they profaned my sabbaths. Then I said I
would pour out my wrath upon them, to accomplish my anger
against them in the wilderness (Ezek. 20:18-21).

Following Stephen’s sermon, recorded in Acts 7, the anger of his
hearers was so great that they “gnashed on him with their teeth” and
cast him out of the city and stoned him to death.
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How Had They Resisted The Holy Spirit?
Simply stated, Stephen’s audience, as well as their fathers, resisted

the Holy Spirit when they resisted, rejected, and fought against the
Holy Spirit’s message, God’s Word. The prophets were God’s
spokesmen before they were superseded by Christ (Heb. 1:1-2). What
they prophesied did not originate within themselves, but they prophe-
sied as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21). Their message
from God condemned the people for their sins and warned of punish-
ment to come. Their message was not popular, thus they were despised,
mocked, misused, and killed.

In reality, it was not the prophets who the people rejected, it was
the words the prophets spoke. Since the words were not the prophet’s
own, but the Holy Spirit’s, it was the Spirit that was rejected, despised,
and mocked. One cannot reject the word of God, without, in reality,
rejecting God Himself.
What Does This Mean To People Today?

The ability to resist the Holy Spirit demonstrates the free will with
which God has endowed man. Man has the ability to reject God if he
so chooses. To force man to be obedient would relegate him to the
status of a machine. Moreover forced obedience would be a fruitless
obedience in that it would bring neither glory nor satisfaction to God.

Yet, one must realize that choices have consequences. God gives
man the freedom to reject Him, but He also lets man know that
rejection brings punishment. Throughout Scripture, in every dispensa-
tion and covenant, one sees the resounding truth—if one is faithful and
obedient, God will bless him; however, if one is unfaithful and
disobedient, he will stand condemned before God (cf. Deut. 28).

This destroys one of the basic tenants of Calvinism, the tenet which
presses that God arbitrarily sends the Holy Spirit on some men and that
when He does they cannot resist Him. They are predestined to be saved
and there is nothing they can do to change it. On the other hand, unless
one has been predestinated to salvation, Calvinism insists that he
cannot accept the Spirit, even if he desires to do so. Stephen’s audience
had been God’s select, covenant people. Yet, they resisted the Holy
Spirit and were lost.

Men today can resist the Holy Spirit, too. When one is taught the
Gospel of Christ, yet refuses to obey, he is resisting the Holy Spirit.
When one knows the truth but has more allegiance to family, denomi-
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nation, job, and/or the world than to it, he is resisting the Holy Spirit.
When one is a “Christian of convenience” and refuses to obey the
words he does not like or with which he does not agree, he is resisting
the Holy Spirit. When one follows his own will, refusing to follow the
New Testament pattern, he is resisting the Holy Spirit. When one
rejects the word of the Holy Spirit, he is rejecting the Holy Spirit.

QUENCHING THE HOLY SPIRIT
Scripture Reference, Context, And Definition

Attention must be given to 1 Thessalonians 5:19. Beginning in
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22, Paul presents a series of exhortations in order
to produce righteous and holy living among his readers. He pens:

But we beseech you, brethren, to know them that labor among
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to
esteem them exceeding highly in love for their work's sake. Be
at peace among yourselves. And we exhort you, brethren,
admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, support the
weak, be longsuffering toward all. See that none render unto any
one evil for evil; but always follow after that which is good, one
toward another, and toward all. Rejoice always; pray without
ceasing; in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus to you-ward. Quench not the Spirit; despise not
prophesyings; prove all things; hold fast that which is good;
abstain from every form of evil (1 Thess. 5:12-22, emphasis
added).

Covering four verses (vv. 19-22), as modern Bibles are divided, they
actually consist of one connected sentence. Thus, all four verses must
be considered together in their context. Furthermore, it must be
remembered that Paul wrote this epistle to the church in Thessalonica
during the time when the Holy Spirit was working miracles for the
purpose of establishing and confirming the church, and for bringing
about completed revelation.11 Relative to verse 19, Woodson offers:

This verse and the two following seem to relate to the time when
various miraculous gifts and powers were granted ... In the
absence of the written New Testament and the inspired instruc-
tion of the apostles, there was the need for the use of such means
to stabilize and develop the church.12

Camp adds,
It is a command relative to miraculous gifts. It is clear that this
is a command in connection with the use of miraculous gifts as
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the next verse says, ‘Despise not prophesyings’ (1 Thess. 5:20).
The context indicates that the command to prove all things was
directed toward those that had the gift of discerning spirits.13

The miraculous work of the Holy Spirit can be summed up by the
word “revelation” (1 Cor. 2:4-16). He was to guide the apostles and
others by inspiring them to preach the Gospel of the kingdom, and
thereby to establish and perpetuate the church. He was also to reveal
and confirm the written message of God and bring it to completion.
Until that written word of God was completed (Rom. 10:17; Jn. 20:30-
31), the Holy Spirit worked miraculously through the apostles and
those upon whom they laid their hands, establishing, revealing and
confirming God’s will (Mk. 16:17-20; Acts 5:32; Rom. 8:1-14; 15:14;
1 Cor. 12-14, et cetera).14

The word translated “quench,” sbennute, is a word usually related
to fire and it means “to quench, to suppress, to stifle.”15 The Holy Spirit
is often represented as fire, as in Acts 2:3 (“tongues parting asunder,
like as of fire”) and in Revelation 4:5 (“And [there were] seven lamps
of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God”).
To quench the Holy Spirit is to suppress, to stifle, to restrain the work
of the Holy Spirit. Barnes states:

Fire may be put out by pouring on water; or by covering it with
any incombustible substance; or by neglecting to supply fuel. If
it is to be made to burn, it must be nourished with proper care
and attention. The Holy Spirit, in his influences on the soul, is
here compared with fire that might be made to burn more
intensely, or that might be extinguished.16

Looking at the sentence, there were inspired men who prophesied
or taught as they were directed by the Holy Spirit. However, evidently
there were some who claimed to prophesy, but were not inspired and
did not deliver the truth. As a result, some Christians were rejecting all
prophecy, and thus quenching the message from the Holy Spirit
delivered by the true prophets. Paul thus exhorts them to “despise not
prophesyings” (1 Thess. 5:20). Prophets prophesying the truth were not
bad, but false prophets prophesying false things were. Thus, they
needed to “prove all things” (v. 21), to distinguish the true from the
false, and then “hold fast that which is good; abstain from every form
of evil” (vv. 21-22). They were not to throw the good out with the bad,
thus quenching the Spirit by refusing His inspired teaching.17 Clark
states that when this is done, “There will be the appreciation for the
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truth, an acceptance of the truth, the proper appraisal of the truth and
a total allegiance to the truth. This will, in turn, cause one to avoid
anything that is evil.”18

Quenching The Holy Spirit
How did some quench the Holy Spirit? Very simply, by failing to

follow the Holy Spirit’s leading, directing and teaching, as it was
conveyed through those who possessed the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This
they may have done in a misguided effort to avoid the false teaching
done by the false prophets—they refused to listen even to the good.
What Does This Mean To Men Today?

When people refuse the direction or teaching of the Holy Spirit
through His inspired penmen, they are guilty of quenching the Holy
Spirit. Paul said that when men read the inspired writings of the
apostles and prophets, they can understand the mystery of Christ even
as he, an inspired apostle, did (Eph. 3:1-5). Since it was God’s will that
the Holy Spirit’s miraculous guidance be replaced with His guidance
“which is perfect” (1 Cor. 13:10), i.e., His inspired, complete and
written revelation, one quenches the Holy Spirit when he refuses or
neglects to adhere to the teaching, leading and guidance of the inspired
word of God.

Summing this up well, Scott avers:
When Christianity was being established in the first century, the
leading was done by the miraculous guidance of the Spirit.
Today, it is by the Spirit-inspired Word of God—the Bible.
When we reject written revelation (the direction of the Spirit),
we ‘quench and grieve’ the Holy Spirit of God.19

Making some very practical applications of this principle, Warren
reasons:

For a person who is simply not interested in what the Word of
God teaches, it is obviously easy for that person to hear the
Word and to ‘extinguish’ any ‘fire’ which that Word might even
tend to begin ... If a man hears the Word and it stirs at least a
small spiritual flame in his heart, but he does not act upon that
truth which he has learned, then he will have begun the process
which will completely ‘quench’ that little flame. How often has
it occurred that a man or woman will hear and obey the gospel,
live very faithfully in obedience to it for a time, only to allow
that flame of truth to be extinguished?
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He continues: “One can ‘quench’ the work of the Holy Spirit not only
in his own life, but his life can be such as to ‘throw cold water’ on the
fire which may be trying to burn in the lives of others.” Then, with this
strong exhortation, he concludes:

As one reads the Bible, he must not merely read it. He must
study it—drink it in, spiritually speaking. He must learn what it
teaches. He must meditate day and night on what he has learned
from the words of the Holy Spirit ... God demands that men be
honest as they study His Word.20

Therein lies the problem with most Christians today.
GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

Scripture Reference, Context, and Definition
The contextual setting for Paul’s warning against grieving the Holy

Spirit is Ephesians 4:22-32, where he exhorted:
... that ye put away, as concerning your former manner of life,
the old man, that waxeth corrupt after the lusts of deceit; and that
ye be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new
man, that after God hath been created in righteousness and
holiness of truth. Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye
truth each one with his neighbor: for we are members one of
another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon
your wrath: neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole
steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands
the thing that is good, that he may have whereof to give to him
that hath need. Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth,
but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may
give grace to them that hear. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of
God, in whom ye were sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, be put
away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ
forgave you.

Writing to Christians, Paul calls upon them to “put away ... the old
man,” “be renewed in the spirit of your mind,” and “put on the new
man, that after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of
truth.” In verses 25-32, he specifically addresses what must be “put
away” and what must be “put on” in their lives. As Jesus showed in
Matthew 12:43-45, when a person puts away the negative things from
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his life, he must replace them with positive things, or he leaves a void
and an opening for Satan.

The word translated “grieve” in Ephesians 4:30, lupeite, means “to
afflict with sorrow; to make sad or sorrowful.”21 This word occurs 26
times in the New Testament. It is translated “sorry” or “sorrowful,”
eighteen times; “grief,” “grieve,” or “grieved,” seven times; and, “in
heaviness,” one time.

When the writer told his daughter the topic for this lesson, she
responded: “Oh, you mean like when we sin, we grieve the Holy
Spirit.” That uncomplicated statement hit the proverbial nail on the
head. When God’s children behave according to the “former manner of
life, the old man, that waxeth corrupt after the lusts of deceit,” it grieves
the Holy Spirit, as well as the Father and the Son.

To understand this grief one must understand that sin is diabolically
opposed to God’s nature. God, because of His righteous nature, can
neither sin nor have anything to do with sin. John records: “God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn. 1:5). Habakkuk said God
is “of purer eyes than to behold evil, and that canst not look on
perverseness” (Hab. 1:13). One has no difficulty forming a mental
image of Jesus, filled with sorrow and grieving over sinful Jerusalem
and lamenting: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and
stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!” (Mt. 23:37). Sin grieves God because it
separates man from fellowship with Him (Isa. 59:1-2).
How They Grieved The Holy Spirit

Paul lists the things which grieve the Holy Spirit in the context
surrounding Ephesians 4:30. In the preceding verses he mentions
lasciviousness, uncleanness, greediness, lusts of deceit, falsehood
(lying), prolonged wrath, stealing, and corrupt speech. These are things
that grieve the Holy Spirit. Following his command to grieve not the
Holy Spirit of God, Paul continues by listing: bitterness, wrath, anger,
clamor, railing, and malice. Of course, this is only a partial listing of
the sins that grieve the Holy Spirit. Any and all sin, no matter how
small one may consider it, grieves the Holy Spirit.
What This Means Today

A person does not have to be a Judas or a Jezebel to grieve the
Holy Spirit. There is no such thing as an inconsequential, insignificant,
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or unimportant sin. God does not measure sins by size or number. Sin
is sin, and it is one’s own sins that causes him to be lost. Sin separates
the sinner from God, and if the sinner does not receive God’s forgive-
ness in this life, hell is where he will spend eternity (Mt. 25:46;
2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rev. 21:8). Just as there is joy in heaven over one sinner
that repents (Lk. 15:7), there is grief over one sin committed.

Since sin grieves the Holy Spirit, it also grieves God’s faithful
children. If there is sin in the life of the Christian, his family, and his
congregation, it should cause him to grieve. Proper grief (godly sorrow)
over sin “worketh repentance unto salvation” (2 Cor. 7:10).

CONCLUSION
The passages considered in this study should cause the sincere

Christian to deeply examine his own actions toward the Holy Spirit.
Paul admonished: “Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith;
prove your own selves” (2 Cor. 13:5), and “let each man prove his own
work” (Gal. 6:4).

Faithful Christians will be open to all of the Holy Spirit’s inspired
Word. He will not accept the passages he likes, while resisting others.
Preachers and teachers must declare the whole counsel of God, holding
back nothing that is profitable (Acts 20:20, 27). They cannot resist
teaching and practicing doctrines that make them unpopular, such as
church discipline; marriage, divorce, and remarriage; the one true
church.

Those who have heard the Gospel, but have never obeyed it, are
resisting the necessity of following the Lord’s plan of salvation,
including immersion for the forgiveness of sins. Many have resisted the
Gospel for the easy, but false, religion of the sinners prayer, or
“baptism” by sprinkling or pouring, or for the purpose of joining a
church. These, in resisting the Gospel, need to know that they are
resisting the Holy Spirit. They need to repent and honestly and openly
accept the Spirit’s inspired Word, implant it in their hearts, and live in
obedience to it.

Instead of working as part-time firemen, extinguishing whatever
fire the Word builds in the heart, all should be busy fanning and
feeding the flame, by study and application of the Word. One must
never try to extinguish the flame in those around them either. Jesus
showed the seriousness of this when He said: “But whoso shall cause
one of these little ones that believe on me to stumble, it is profitable for
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him that a great millstone should be hanged about his neck, and that he
should be sunk in the depth of the sea” (Mt. 18:6).

Every person who is persisting in any sin and grieving the Holy
Spirit—even if he thinks it just a “little” sin, one he enjoys, about
which nobody knows—must repent before it costs him his soul. People
should diligently strive to be “good soil,” most receptive to the seed of
the Word, that they may yield “fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty” (Mt. 13:8).
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